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Summer Brings Vintage Posters to Swann with Automobiles, 

 Sporting Events, Political Propaganda & More  

 

 
 

New York–Vintage Posters are on bright and bold display in a summer sale on Wednesday, August 7 at 

Swann Galleries. The auction brings to market the house’s most extensive selection of vintage automobile 

advertisements to date, rare examples of sports posters, along with premier examples of wartime and 

political propaganda, as well as promotional images for a variety of performing arts.  

 Automobile advertisements range from the late-nineteenth to the mid-

twentieth century, led by Ludwig Hohlwein’s luxurious 1914 design for 

Mercedes at $15,000 to $20,000. The earliest automobile poster comes from 
circa 1894, and utilizes a photograph by L. Geisler for Clément Cycles ($800-

1,200). Also of note is A. Hori’s circa-1925 art deco poster advertising General 

Motors’ Oakland division to a Japanese audience ($3,000-4,000) and a 1970 ad 

for Porsche featuring Steve McQueen ($800-1,200). Racing posters for 24 

Heures Du Mans, Carrera Panamericana Mexico and the Grand Prix de France 

round out the selection.  

Four extraordinary images by Sergio Trujillo Magnenat stand out 

among of a selection of sports posters. The images, which celebrate the first 
Bolivarian Games in 1938, held as part of the 400th anniversary of the founding 

of Bogotá, Colombia, make their market debut at $2,000 to $3,000 apiece. 
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Additional highlights include Ilmari Sysimetsã’s Spanish-language poster for the 1940 Summer Olympics 

in Helsinki, Finland, which were cancelled due to the outbreak of World War II ($800-1,2000); also 

available is Sysimestã’s design in English for the 1952 Summer Olympics ($700-1,000).  

 Political and war propaganda posters include images from World War I, 

World War II, the Great Depression, as well as the German Peace Council. 

WWI and WWII works of note include Howard Chandler Christy’s 1920 U.S. 

Marines recruitment poster, which features a soldier flying on a bald eagle 

($7,000-10,000); unmistakable 1917 posters by James Montgomery Flagg, 

Wake Up America Day and I Want You for U.S. Army (both $4,000-6,000); as 

well as V. Clayton Kenny’s Civil Air Patrol / Eyes of the Home Skies, 1943, for 

the U.S. Office of Civil Defense ($400-600). American and British campaign 

posters stemming from the Great Depression feature William Sanger’s Vote 

American Labor Party / Roosevelt and Lehman, 1936 ($2,000-3,000), and a 

group of four British images for the National Government circa the 1930s 

($1,000-1,500). John Heartfield’s 1955 work for the German Peace Council 

calling for an end to nuclear weapons rounds out 

the selection at $4,000 to $6,000. 

 Entertainment posters feature prominently with advertisements for 

circus, theater, film and music performances. Highlights from the offering 

include Carl Moos’ Circus Sarrasani, circa 1919, which features a western 

sharpshooter ($2,500-3,500), and Chris Lebeau’s ominous circa 1916 gray-

scale design for Contanten, a Dutch production put on by the theater troop Die 

Haghespelers ($2,000-3,000). Modern images include the 1958 movie poster 

for Attack of the 50 Foot Woman ($3,000-4,000); a 1959 window card for 

Duke Ellington’s performance at Dunns Pavilion Bala in Ontario, Canada 

($1,200-1,800), as well as Günther Kieser’s psychedelic 1968 poster for The 

Doors and The Canned Heat performance in Frankfurt, Germany ($3,000-

4,000).   

 Exhibition opening in New York City August 1. The complete 

catalogue and bidding information is available at swanngalleries.com and on 

the Swann Galleries App.  

 
Additional highlights can be found here. 

Captions: 

Lot 535: Sergio Trujillo Magnenat, Bogota 1938 / IV Centenario / Juegos Deportivos Bolivarianos, 1938. 

Estimate $2,000 to $3,000. 

Lot 537: Sergio Trujillo Magnenat, Bogota 1938 / IV Centenario / Juegos Deportivos Bolivarianos, 1938. 

Estimate $2,000 to $3,000. 

Lot 478: A. Hori, Oakland / General Motors, circa 1925. Estimate $3,000 to $4,000. 

Lot 111: John Heartfield, Atomkrieg / Fordert: Verbot der Atomwaffen!, 1955. Estimate $4,000 to $6,000. 

Lot 127: Chris Lebeau, Contanten / Die Haghespelers, circa 1916. Estimate $2,000 to $3,000. 

 

Auction date: Wednesday, August 7, at 10:30 am & 2:00 pm 

Exhibition dates: August 1 to 2, 10-6; August 5 to 6, 10-6  
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Swann Auction Galleries is a third-generation family business as well as the world’s largest auction house for works on paper. 

In the last 75 years, Swann has repeatedly revolutionized the trade with such innovations as the first U.S. auction dedicated to 

photographs and the world’s only department of African-American Fine Art. More than 30 auctions and previews are held 

annually in Swann Galleries’ two-floor exhibition space in Midtown Manhattan, and online worldwide. Visit 

swanngalleries.com for more information. 


